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Artist
Salaam
Muhammad
at Gallerie
909

The
inaugural
Beautillion
Militaire

Salaam Muhammad
Mt. Zion Progressive was packed with people hoping to become licensed drivers Sat., July 25.

Tamaira Heyward

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In
the
upcoming
exhibit “She Is Music,” the
focus of the August Art
Walk presented by Gallerie
909, artist Salaam Muhammad melds musical instruments with the female form
seamlessly and sensually.
With such striking
paintings as “The Viofem,”
“Saxopose” and “The Balletic Tune,” Muhammad
presents musical instruments not merely as an extension of a woman’s body,
but as the very essence of
it, creating an effective and
powerful union between the
curves of the violin, sax and
trumpet with the natural
curves of female forms.
“I basically related the
instruments—the sound of
the instruments—to a
woman, maybe a woman’s
expression,” Muhammad
explained. “‘She Is Music’
was inspired by instruments. The sound of the instruments, the expression,
is similar to a woman and
her expression—the way
she calms you down, the
way her voice is like
See ARTIST, page 11



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Driving in Florida can be a
tricky business especially
if you get a ticket you’re
unable to pay. In fact some
41,000 people in Pinellas
County currently have suspended licenses. State
Representative
Darryl
Rouson and the Dolman
Law Group decided to take
action and get locals back

on the road.
“We’re just glad to be
able to provide this service
to our community,” said
Rouson who believes justice should be accessible
to the people. He worked
to bring all the proper personnel to one location to
make it sort of a one-stop
shop. “Hence the location,
the heart of the hood.”
Word got out quickly
what Rouson was up to.

Flyers were made, but
news spread like wildfire
through Facebook, Twitter and word of mouth.
The line started forming
the night before and by
early Saturday morning an
estimated 2,000 people
were clamoring to get into
Mt. Zion Progressive, located at 955 20th St. S.
Only a few hundred
people were expected, but
when Rouson received a

call informing him of the
long line, he sensed they
might be in for more than
they bargained. “We had
no idea that this turnout
would turn out like this,”
he said.
All the stops were
pulled to make reinstating
driver licenses as easy as
possible for those who
qualified. Members of the
Pinellas County Clerk of
See LICENSE, pages 8

She processes the evidence that helps
put accused criminals away
BY CAITLIN
ASHWORTH
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
On the floors above Charity
Jackson’s department at
the St. Petersburg police
station, all is commotion
and bustle as sworn officers and civilian employees
move through their day.
But on the windowless
bottom floor, things seem
more subdued as Jackson,
40, and other property and

evidence
technicians
process and store the bodily fluids, drugs and ominous looking instruments
of mayhem that are key to
numerous cases, some
going back five decades.
Five technicians and a
supervisor, Melvin Brathwaite, work in the property
and evidence section. To
be hired, they must go
through the same rigorous
background check, includSee EVIDENCE, page 7

Because their work is sensitive, Charity Jackson
and other technicians in the property and
evidence unit had to pass a rigorous
background check and a polygraph test.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta in conjunction with
their foundation the St. Petersburg Chapter Alumnae
Educational
Services
(S.P.A.C.E.S.) is hosting the
2015-16 Beautillion Militaire Crème de la Crème
Scholarship Ball, a first for
the St. Petersburg area.
A beautillion is a rite of
passage in which young
men move from one stage
of their lives to another. It
signals a young man’s coming of age. The purpose of
the Beautillion Militaire
program is to educate
young men in the 11th and
12th grades by giving them
a positive outlook on life
through adult male mentoring, lectures, workshops,
cultural activities and practical application as well as
creating a holistic AfricanAmerican student.
The program has been
developed to provide these
individually selected young
men with an academic and
social support network, encouraging them to become
well rounded in their educational surroundings as
well as their communities.
There will be a public
presentation (much like
See BALL, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS



District 7 candidates
Dear Editor,
According to the 2013 updated version of
the Pinellas County Poverty Study, “there are
five At-Risk Zones within Pinellas County that
have higher concentrations of poverty than
the County as a whole. Those communities
are East Tarpon Springs, North Greenwood,
Highpoint, Lealman Corridor, and South St.
Petersburg. An estimated 45 percent
(47,581) of Pinellas County’s total low-income
population lives within the identified At-Risk
Zones. The five At-Risk Zones within the
County all suffer from the same seven factors: insufficient transportation, limited access to food, lower educational attainment,
limited access to health care, increased crime
rates, high unemployment, and inadequate
and insufficient housing. These seven factors
all contribute to the continued cycle of
poverty and a coordinated, holistic approach
must be adopted to overcome these barriers
to economic self-sufficiency and community
revitalization,” the report goes on to state.
The 2014 Florida Department of Education’s school accountability report includes
300 of the lowest performing elementary
schools in Florida. Of those 300, 16 are located within Pinellas County. Of those 16, five
are located within south St. Petersburg, and
two of those schools, Woodlawn and Blanton,
serve children living in south St. Petersburg.
Of the five located in south St. Petersburg,
two, Maximo and Melrose, have been “F”
schools for three consecutive years.
As a community we understand that the
Pinellas County School system has the primary responsibility for educating our children; however, as the economic poverty
study points out, poverty is directly linked to
poor educational performance and the strategy to bring resolution to this cycle of
poverty is dependent upon a coordinated and
holistic approach by all community stakeholders and powerbrokers.
District 7, which consists primarily of the
Childs Park and Midtown neighborhoods is
located within south St. Petersburg; yet, in
the Tampa Bay Times’ July 2 endorsement
of Lisa Wheeler- Brown for the St. Petersburg City Council, District 7, they acknowledged their reason for endorsing her was
based on the following: She is “the clearest
supporter of Mayor Rick Krsieman’s effort
to look for another site in Hillsborough and
Pinellas Counties,” referencing the Tampa
Bay Rays.
Additionally the Times lauded WheelerBrown’s efforts in assisting law makers in
tracking, apprehending and ultimately convicting her son’s murderer as an example of
how the community can learn from her common sense effort in making our communities’ safer.
Oddly while referencing she efforts to assist law enforcement in apprehending her
son’s murderers, they failed to acknowledge
Wheeler-Brown’s own encounters with the
law under her birth name, Telisha Wheeler.
Wheeler-Brown has been previously convicted of retail theft, evolving from an incident
where she stole some shoes, and a worthless
check charge evolving from an incident
where she wrote a worthless check for a car
payment. Her record also contained several
traffic infractions to include driving without
a valid license and driving without insurance.
Wheeler-Brown acknowledged the incidents
in a March article in the Times.
While I don’t believe residents within District 7 or in south St. Petersburg are under
any false illusions that the Times or any other
news media within the Tampa Bay area has
a vested interest in the positive direction of
our socio-economic status. I, like many others, are incensed at the notion that they
would endorse a candidate based solely on
how she is going to vote on issues involving
the Rays as opposed to what and how she is
going to address the issues facing her constituents and the skills and experiences one
will need in order to be an effective representative of the residents.
The Times’ endorsement was a direct
slap in the face to any child or young adult living in District 7. They had an opportunity to

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

The 11 best church leadership skills

place a spotlight on two candidates who have
been raised in District 7 and despite of the
many barriers they faced and still face, they
worked hard, got an education and then returned to District 7 to serve.
Will Newton’s has over 20 plus years of
public service as a firefighter and as the
union president for firefighters. In this role,
he became a certified negotiator; a skill that
will be invaluable when working to reach
consensus among seven other individuals on
substantive matters that would impact both
the city overall and the residents of District
7.
Sheila Scott-Griffin comes from a family
that has historically demonstrated their commitment toward education, hard work and
public service in south St. Petersburg. It was
the Times that featured two of Scott-Griffin’s
sisters and their daughters who have worked
together to support each other while the four
of them earned their master’s degrees together.
Scott-Griffin herself is a textbook case of
an African-American female who did not
allow the multitude of barriers facing black
women in the 80s and 90s to stand in her way
of earning her juris doctorate and ultimately
a master’s degree in public administration.
Like Newton, Scott-Griffin has had a career where she has not only been trained in
the art of negotiation as an attorney, she has
had direct professional experience working
with municipalities going through redevelopment as a regional planner. This skill and set
of professional experiences in her tool belt
would serve District 7 well in light of the recent county and city’s approval of the Midtown and Childs Park communities as a
Community Redevelopment Area.
The Times also placed an emphasis on
Wheeler-Brown’s personal tragedy and how
she triumphed by working the streets to find
her son’s murderer. If they had been interested in vetting all of the candidates, they
would have discovered both Newton and
Scott-Griffin have had to triumph over personal tragedies as well!
Newton, as a single man for many years,
has been the sole caretaker of his sister, who
has special needs, while balancing the demands of work, particularly as a union president that often required routine trips to
Tallahassee to meet with legislators and a
substantial amount of financial resources.
Scott-Griffin was faced with the tragedy
of her first husband becoming paralyzed with
a permanent spinal cord injury. She found
herself at a very young age serving as her
husband’s primary caregiver for 18 years
prior to his death, while at the same time raising their three children and managing a law
career.
Yet the Times chose to focus only on the
fact that Scott-Griffin’s law practice failed, and
did not attempt to understand the circumstances behind the failure.
Simply put the Tampa Bay Times put it
out there for all to see, and the residents in
District 7 aren’t their concern! They were
handed two qualified candidates for the job,
yet they chose to endorse a candidate simply
based on her support of the mayor’s plan to
permit the Rays to pursue another home.
Residents of District 7, it is my hope that
come Aug. 25 you will decide to send the
Times a strong message that BLACK LIVES
DO MATTER as evidenced in your vote!
Maria L. Scruggs

Praise the Lord Saints.
Church Leadership Skill#1
Think Big-Picture – Few things show
the maturity of a church leader more
than developing the leadership skills of
thinking “big-picture.” Jack Welch, arguably the greatest business leader in
history, used to teach GE employees to
always value the relationship with the
customer over an individual sale. Donald
Trump would add, “You have to think
anyway, so why not think big?” The Donald is right. You are going to think today.
Why not think big?
Church Leadership Skill #2
The Ability To Focus – If a leader is
not careful, they can be overwhelmed
with clutter. Clutter is defined as a disorganized mess. It’s called a condition of
disorderliness or overcrowding. Successful church leaders have the ability to remove all the clutter and focus their
thinking on the task at hand.
Church Leadership Skill #3
Creative Thinking – Antony Jay once
said, “The uncreative mind can spot answers, but it takes a creative mind to spot
wrong questions.” Creative leaders know
that real wisdom is found in great questions, not great answers. Here are three
great questions leaders can ask to unleash their creative energies:
• Why must it be done this way?
• Is there a different perspective on
this?
• What is the real issue we are dealing with?
Creativity isn’t a talent, it’s among
those critical church leadership skills
that must be developed.
Church Leadership Skill #4
Thinking Realistically – The fundamental role of leadership is to properly
identify reality. The following are four realities every leader faces:
• There will be conflict. Press into it.
• People will resist change. No one
likes change but a baby.
• People must be developed to be effective. They are your only appreciable
asset.
• Tough calls must always be made.
That is one the prices that leaders must
pay.
Church Leadership Skill #5
Strategic Thinking – Great church
leaders are people of vision. They have a
picture imprinted on their mind of a preferred destination that is better than their
current reality. It is a place they must go
and take others with them. Strategic
thinking with a solid plan is the bridge
that links where you are with where you
want to be.
Church Leadership Skill #6
Possibility Thinking – Great leaders
are optimists. They point to a brighter tomorrow. The best church leaders dream
and dream BIG. The questions each
leader must then ask are “Do they own
their dream” and “Are they willing to personally invest in seeing that dream become reality?”
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Church Leadership Skill #7
Reflective Thinking – In “The 21 Irrefutable Laws Of Leadership”, Dr.
Maxwell wrote that The Law Of Intuition
teaches that leaders evaluate everything
through a leadership bias. Do you reflect
on your leadership daily? Do you set
aside time to review your team’s performance? If not, here are five questions every
leader can ask to begin thinking reflectively:
• What did I hear today?
• What did I see today?
• What did I feel today?
• What should I then share?
• What action should I then take?
Church Leadership Skill #8
Innovative Thinking – Nick Saban,
head coach of the two-time defending
BCS champion Alabama Crimson Tide,
says, “There is no continuum to success.”
He adds, “History can’t help us win the
next game.” Great leaders must continually develop their leadership skills to
grow. They must continually be looking
outside-the-box for new and creative solutions. “Been there. Done that.” is not a
leadership strategy. Going somewhere
new. Doing something different. Looking
at a problem a different way. That is how
successful leaders think.
Church Leadership Skill #9
Participating In Shared Thinking –
Great church leaders are incessant team
builders. They can’t think of going on a
successful journey without the company
of others. And one of the many wonderful
things a great team gives you are ideas
that help you get to your destination
faster and more efficiently. Shared thinking makes vision a reality.
Church Leadership Skill #10
10. Unselfish Thinking – Great leaders are others-focused. They know that
there is no life as empty as the self-centered life. On the contrary, there is no life
as centered as the self-empty life.
Church Leadership Skill #11
Bottom-Line Thinking – Dale Earnhardt once said, “2nd place is the first in
a long line of losers.” The man known as
“The Intimidator” never confused activity
with accomplishment and neither should
you. Results matter. There are two types
of leaders. Those that bring home the
bacon and those that belch out the
bologna. Which one describes you?
Every pastor or church leader reading this post can be successful. It all
starts with how you think. Then you just
need a plan.
Till next week,
God Bless and Keep Us All.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
PSFEC Board Member | DJJ Chaplain
Circuit 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that WestCare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. will receive sealed bids from
a General Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the construction of
a laundry room addition to 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings,
Specifications and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the
Office of Architect Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida 33733, Phone 727420-8557.

Gibbs High School Class of 1955 will host a 60th year anniversary and
reunion. Making plans to create a memorable three-day event are
Barbara Young Nelson, secretary; Elnora Pittman Manuel, president; Jean
Miller Davies, event chairperson; Willie Foster, vice-president and not
pictured, Lucretia Johnson Pittman, treasurer.
The reunion will be held Aug. 28-30 at the Staybridge Suites in downtown
St. Petersburg. For additional information, classmates should go to
ghsco1955.eventbrite.com or call Jean at 727-642-2555.

Volunteer learners and tutors needed
The Literacy Council of
St. Petersburg, a nonprofit
organization teaching adults
to read, needs volunteer tutors. No teaching experience
is necessary; they will train
you. Join the next training
session Sat., Aug. 15.
Adult learners wanted
Tutoring is provided free
of charge to any adult 16
years or older who wishes to
improve their reading, writing or math skills. Refer a
student to the Literacy Council of St. Petersburg today!
For information visit
www.stpetereads.com or
call 727-521-1117. Serving
adult learners in Pinellas
County since 1968.

Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Document at the
office of the Architect Ronn Ginn, in addition to receiving one (1) set at no charge
[NOTE: Payment for plans is at the discretion of the architect, however if architect
charges the bidders, he/she may not bill the cost of plan printing to agency.] Additional
sets may be purchased directly from Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida
33733. Phone 727-420-8557.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on August 4, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at the job site
which is 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713. Sealed bids will be received at
the office of the Owner: Westcare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg,
Florida. Bids will be received until 1:00 P.M. on August 14, 2015. A public bid opening
will take place immediately following the receipt of the sealed bids at 1:00 P.M.
All questions are to be directed to Ronn Ginn. The last date for questions to be accepted,
in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda, is August 12, 2015.
Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must be
General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida
Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in
any bid whenever such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if
made, will be to the bidder whose bid is most advantageous to the Owner; price and
other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out
to Attorney Al & Margaret Thompson,
please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is
desperately trying to find you.
PINELLAS COUNTY
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
Pinellas County expects to receive approximately $2,363,446 in State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program funds for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 (July 1, 2015 June 30, 2016) to expand the availability of safe and affordable housing.
SHIP funds will be used to provide assistance under the following Homeowner and
Rental strategies:
• Purchase Assistance without Rehab/New Construction - Down payment and
closing cost assistance to eligible homebuyers.
• Rehabilitation (Owner-Occupied) - Assist eligible homeowners with renovations,
such as hurricane preparedness, to preserve and maintain their home and/or
assist physically disabled households with renovations such as ramps, railings,
and special equipment to remove barriers and make housing accessible.
• Disaster Mitigation - Assist eligible homeowners with rehabilitation or
reconstruction of housing in the aftermath of a disaster as declared by
Executive Order.
• Rental Housing - Loans to eligible sponsors to construct or renovate affordable
rental housing units for income-eligible households.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS






OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US



 

For all strategies and other activities, applications will be accepted on a first-qualified,
first-served basis. Project proposals will be evaluated based on the following factors:
(a) economic feasibility, (b) location, (c) priority of need, and (d) employment of
personnel from the Welfare Transition Program. Funding awards are subject to
program parameters and funding disbursements by the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation. Technical assistance will be provided as needed to guide participants
through the application process.
Special priority will be given to persons with special needs. Persons with special needs
are defined in Florida State Statue 420.0004(13).





The local contact person for the Pinellas County SHIP Program is:






 
 
 

Pinellas County accepts housing applications on an ongoing basis. Applications for
FY 2015-2016 funded activities will be accepted between August 31, 2015 and June 30,
2016. Program information, applications, and the County's Local Housing Assistance
Plan are available upon request or on the County's website.

  
 
   
  
 



Bruce Bussey, Housing Development Manager
440 Court Street, 2nd Floor
Clearwater, FL 33756
E-mail: bbussey@pinellascounty.org
Phone: (727) 464-8210
Fax: (727) 464-8254
Website: www.pinellascounty.org/community/default.htm
ALL SHIP funds will be expended in a manner which will ensure that there will be
no discrimination on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, age, sex, marital status,
familial status, national origin or handicap.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pre-90th birthday party honors Anne Mitchell
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg/Clearwater Marriott was the site
of a festive group of friends
and family who were gathered to honor Anne Lumpkin Mitchell as she
celebrated her 89th birthday.
Her true age is a surprise
to many since she actually
looks like she is closer to 60,
with the energy of a person
45 or 50 years old. She still
operates her alterations business, bakes cakes, goes
shopping, participates in various activities at church and
prepares scrumptious soulfood meals when requested
by a family member.
It was a wonderful day
for Mitchell, as she selected
her birthday finery in preparation for the evening. Like
other years when her family
celebrated her birthday, she
was expecting to have a
small dinner party with her
sons, daughter and a few
friends who reside locally.
The Mitchell children told
their mother that they
wanted to give her a party
that she could enjoy, but they
gave her no details other
than the fact that this dinner
party would be at a hotel.
So that she would be relaxed and ready for the
party, she received spa pampering before her son, Thad,
took her to the hotel and
checked her into a suite to
rest before getting dressed
for her party.
Imagine Mitchell’s surprise when she walked into
the banquet room. Not only

did she see her close family
gathered there, but also the
room was filled with friends
and family from every phase
of her life.
A sister-in-law came from
North Carolina, a nephew
from California, sons from
Texas and Maryland and
friends from Georgia, New
York and all parts of Florida.
Smiling, cheering and
singing, “Happy birthday to
you!” were her children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
cousins, church members,
friends from the neighborhood where her children
grew up, her current neighbors, her sister-in-law of 60
years, her customers from
her seamstress business,
former teachers and coworkers of her children and the
class of 1974 — her daughter’s classmates.
“It was so nice to see so
many people. There had to
be at least a hundred!”
Mitchell commented.
The activities for the
evening included a program
with granddaughter Brittney
Mitchell as Mistress of Ceremonies. Following the entrance of the honoree, the
songs, poems and acknowledgements heard were all
expressions of the joy
Mitchell has brought into
their lives.
The invocation was given
by Pastor Ronald Gibson,
and Ja’Leah Mitchell gave
the welcome and a slide
show presentation reflected
the lives of Mitchell and her
children through the years.
Many individuals made
short speeches about a num-

ber of humorous incidents
from their childhoods as well
as through their adult lives.
The nature of the situation,
they all noted, did not alter
the love and affection they
received from Mitchell.
Her home was always a
safe and cheerful haven for
children and adults. That is,
if you could tolerate the
jokes and pranks of her sons,
Thad and Stephen, or the
possessiveness of her only
daughter, Sharon.
Sharon had to frequently
remind her friends that
Mitchell was her mama, not
theirs. Of course none of
this stopped anyone from
dropping by, staying for dinner, sometimes even spending the night. She was there
for them all.
Following the food and
reflections of the partygoers,
Mitchell let the group know
how she felt about the
evening’s activity.
“First,” she said, “I want
to praise God for the
longevity of my life. A recent
illness makes me even more
grateful because it reminds
me of just how fragile life really is. Evidently, God loves
me and has a reason for allowing me to still be here. I
thank Him and I pray that I
can do His will.”
She went on to express
that the party showed her
that there are many people
who love her. “Some love me
because God said so and
they are afraid that He will
get them if they don’t. Others have the love of God
within them, so they love me
unconditionally. For me, it is
all good,” she concluded.

Mitchell’s daughter’s classmates from the class of 1974.

Anne Lumpkin Mitchell

Sister-in law for over 60
years, Rosa Mitchell drove
from Charleston, S.C., to
be with Anne.

L-R, Thad, Anne, Clay, Sharon and Stephen Mitchell

Mitchell’s grandchildren L-R: Jason, Brittney,
Kelly, Aaron, Allison and Kristi.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Back-to-school giveaway
BY ANALEIGH SBRANA
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fleur De Lis #155 and
Bethel Lodge #447 held a
community back-to- school
event at the James Weldon
Johnson Branch Library
Sat., July 25.
Bags of school supplies
tailored to the specific
needs of each age group
were handed out to those in
attendance. From Disney
themed bags for elementary school children, all the
way up to Nike totes for single parents currently enrolled in higher education
were given away.
Some of the supplies
stuffed in the totes included
crayons, notebooks, color

pencils, glue, hand sanitizer,
lined paper, pens, flashcards, mechanical pencils
and highlighters.
There was a line of children and parents out the
door of the library’s community room, located at
1059 18th Ave. S. Within the
first 10 minutes of opening
their doors, 80 students in
need were given school supplies. Melinda Brown, the
head coordinator of the
event, emphasized how important it is to give back to
the youth of the community–especially by helping
with their education.
The event was based on
a quote from Nelson Mandela: “Education is the most
powerful weapon which you

can use to the change the
world.” Local charity events
such as this one are significant in that they provide the
means for education that
can help change the world,
even if it’s just the world of
one child.
International Free & Accepted Modern Masons, Incorporation and Order of
the Eastern Star is a worldwide fraternity organized in
1950. The focus was to form
a Christian Fraternal Society that had very high ideals
about the development of
men, women and children. Their purposes are
moral, financial, benevolent,
and charitable leadership to
serve the present age,
hence Modern in the name.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Grand opening of new SPC Midtown Center Aug. 1
ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg College
(SPC) will host a ribbon
cutting and block party to
celebrate the grand opening of the new Douglas L.
Jamerson, Jr. Midtown
Center beginning at 11
a.m. this Sat., Aug. 1 at the
center, 1300 22nd St. S. The
event is free and open to
the public.
The new 45,000-squarefoot, state-of-the art center
will serve as the college’s
flagship campus and community center for south St.
Petersburg and will open
for classes for the Fall 2015
term, which begins Aug.
17.
The new campus is
named in honor of the late
Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr., a
longtime legislator and a
Florida Commissioner of
Education. Jamerson, a
graduate of St. Petersburg
College, was one of the
most prominent politicians
in the state of Florida and a
fierce advocate for education.
The event will include a
grand opening ceremony,
with presentations by
prominent local officials
and community activists,
and a daylong block party
with:
• Tours of the new facility

Classes will start Aug. 17.

Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr.
• Live entertainment,
including performances by
the Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Choir,
the Lakewood High School
Jazz Band and Saxophonist
Shawn Brown
• Free barbeque and refreshments
• A “Kids Zone” sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg
Parks
&

Recreation Department
• An appearance by
Raymond, the mascot of
the Tampa Bay Rays
• Full registration services
• Free vouchers for
SPC’s “Learn to Earn” career development courses
• Complimentary career and academic advising
• Assistance with finan-

cial aid services
• Roughly three dozen
vendors and community organizations
The college application
fee will be waived during
the event, a $40 savings.
St. Petersburg College
has long been dedicated to
providing educational opportunities in Midtown.
The original 10,000-squarefoot Midtown Center at
1048 22nd St. S, opened in
2003 as part of a $2 million
St. Petersburg Housing Authority’s HOPE VI project.
It has been renamed the
Cecil B. Keene, Sr. Student

Achievement Center, in
honor of the late educator
and SPC Board of Trustees
member, who died in 2008.
In 2012 as demand for
classes and community involvement grew, SPC’s
Board of Trustees approved a $14 million expenditure to build the new
three-story building on
land leased from the City of
St. Petersburg.
The new center includes multiple classrooms,
two science labs, three
computer labs, a book
store, a community room,
and a career center.

Beginning this fall programs will be offered in:
• Advanced Manufacturing (Certificate)
• Clinical Medical Assisting (Certificate)
• Computer Support
CompTIA A+ (Certificate)
• Early Childhood Education (Certificate)
•
Entrepreneurship
(Associate in Science &
Certificate)
• Human Services (Associate in Science & Certificate)
• Associate in Arts
transfer degree

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Keeping an eye on the evidence

 


From EVIDENCE page 1

ing a polygraph test, as
sworn officers.
“Just Be Nice,” reads a
sign over the counter that
Jackson stands behind.
She handles so-called
“general evidence,” such as
hats and watches, and has
been a civilian employee at
the Police Department for
12 years.
The evidence is housed
in several rooms, and Jackson walks through them,
describing each one.
When she unlocks
Room 3, there is a faint
whiff of marijuana. Instructions posted on the wall describe how to test and
handle drugs. Blue lockers
lining one wall contain
drug-related evidence. A
small refrigerator keeps
urine and blood samples
fresh.
Guns have a room of
their own, from assault rifles to BB guns.
General evidence is
stored in gray lockers down
the hall while “bulk evidence,” such as lawn mowers, sits in a garage unit
awaiting pickup by a private
company that buys and sells
booty that was seized by police and is no longer needed
in the prosecution of
crimes.
“I have one more
room,” says Jackson. “The
homicide room.”
That is Room 8. When
she unlocks the door, chilly
air seeps out. This room is
kept much colder than
other evidence rooms to
help ensure that DNA left
on the evidence is preserved, Jackson says.
A collection of murder
weapons sits in an organ-

ized but jumbled fashion.
Amid brooms and mops
lined against a wall is a
black samurai sword, an
icon of Japanese history
that is often dramatized in
movies.
This sword is not
mounted on the wall in
prestige and glory, however. It is just another piece
of evidence, with a case
number written on the
brown paper wrapping.
According to the department, St. Petersburg
police closed 86 percent of
the city’s 2014 homicides,
ending the year with three
cases unresolved and evidence waiting.
The department’s property and evidence staff
processes and stores more
than 22,000 new items and
disposes of more than
17,000 items each year, according to the department’s
website.
Items that have been
cleared for release by the
investigating officers sometimes go back to their owners. Some items are sold to
the private company that
then resells them. All
firearms are destroyed.
On rare occasions, evidence is lost, said police
spokesman Mike Puetz.
“But it is extremely rare;
there are a number of
checks and balances that
prevent that from happening.”
In June, the department
created a full-time “cold
case” team of five officers
and civilian investigator
Brenda Stevenson to focus
on 213 unsolved murder
and missing person cases
going back as far as 1968.

 


Courtesy of

        
     




A month earlier, the department finally identified a
16-year-old runaway from
Virginia who died in 1973
after she was pushed in
front of a vehicle in the 800
block of 11th Avenue S.
Stevenson persuaded
the Pinellas-Pasco Medical
Examiner’s Office in 2010
to exhume the unidentified
teenager and two others
from their unmarked
graves to get DNA samples
– a staple of modern investigations that did not become widely available until
the 1990s.
The DNA helped the

department determine the
teen’s identify and notify
her younger brother in
North
Carolina.
The
brother, who had searched
for his sister for years, told
reporters he planned to
have her remains shipped
to him so “she will finally be
with me.”
Caitlin Ashworth is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Information from
the Tampa Tribune and
Tampa Bay Times was used
in this report. Photos by
Alexa Burch

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

HOST FAMILY WANTED in August for International Student attending
private high school in St. Pete. Stipend provided. Share your America.
Call for information Pat Milano 617-733-7073 www.educatius.org

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Next reinstatement event will be held soon
From LICENSE, page 1

the Court, a prosecutor,
public defender and Judges
James Pierce and William
Overton from the Sixth Judicial Circuit were set up in
the church ready to make a
deal. Members of the sheriff
department
were
brought in to help keep the
peace as well as check for
weapons before citizens
were escorted before a
judge.
Suspensions due to
criminal offenses such as
drug possession or DUIs,
and non- payment of child
support could not be addressed, although there
were plenty in those circumstances who showed up anyway like Willie Houston
who hasn’t had a license in
10 years due to drug
charges and unpaid fines.
“I got here about six,” he
said also surprised at the
line of people that snaked
down Ninth Avenue South.
He was hoping to pay the
$60 reinstatement fee and
be forgiven of his excessive
fines.
“We may not being able
to help him,” said Rouson
who attempted to pass the
word that only suspensions
due to traffic violations and
unpaid tickets could be
dealt with right then. But he
comforted the crowd with
an apology and the hope
that they would leave there
with at least the knowledge
of what to do next to get
their licenses reinstated.
Misdemeanor warrants
for failing to appear were
also dealt with at the church
since the Chief Judge designated the facility as a tempo-

rary courthouse. The crowd
clapped, happy to hear there
wouldn’t be anyone carted
off to jail.
“So you don’t have to be
scared,” said Rouson. But
with a laugh he cautioned
those that may have a felony
warrant. “You might want to
slip out of here, unless you
want a vacation, and then
the sheriff will take you out
the back door.”
Shelah Collins license
was suspended for court
fees for five years. She is disabled and on a fixed income;
therefore, it was impossible
to make payments on the financial plan they put her on.
“I made like two or three
payments and was unable to
do anything else at time,”
said Collins who expressed
that she has so many doctors’ appointments and
some cabs won’t take her
because she’s overweight.
“I feel like if I had my own
transportation then I could
go myself,” said the newly
engaged Collins.
The process went generally quick with roughly 10
minutes being spent on
each person, but as the
hours dragged on and more
and more felt they may not
be seen, some became a little restless. Reverend Louis
Murphy Sr., pastor of Mt.
Zion Progressive knows
from experience what it’s
like to have your license
suspended, but urged
everyone to remain calm
and show respect not only
for the officers and court officials, but for the church as
well.
“A lot of work has gone






into you being here,” he
said suggesting patience.
Those inside the church
were promised they’d be
seen, but those outside and
from neighboring counties
were sent home. “We’re trying to come up with a follow
up process, so please don’t
hurt the hand that is trying
to help.”
Two Florida Licensing
on Wheels (FLOW) mobiles
were set up in the parking
lot and after fines were reduced and paid, those who
were now free and clear of
their burdens were escorted out so they could get
their license right then.
Depending on the circumstances, some had an
easier go of things. One
woman was seen leaving the
mobile unit with her license
in her hand having paid $20
for it and another $60 after
negotiating her fees.
Tanaisha Sullivan’s experience was a little different though. Her license has
been suspended for the last
three years due to two unpaid tickets. In Florida, fees
are repeatedly added on for
failure to pay. Not only are
the offenders slapped with
the price of the ticket, but
fees on top of that. Then
when the amount isn’t paid,
the price owed continues to
double and more penalties
are added. “I was still in
high school,” Sullivan said,
and like many others she
didn’t have the money.
She was ecstatic that
they waived some of the
fees and reduced others,
placing her on a payment
plan where she promised to

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



pay $35 each month.
Although the event
didn’t go exactly as planned,
hundreds were able to get
reductions and about 100
people were able to walk
away with a license.
The large turnout convinced Rouson that he must
plan more events such as
this in the near future.
Seven hundred people
signed up to be notified of
the new date, and Judge
Overton will have a special
calendar on Aug. 28 at traffic court to handle those
who signed up.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Symone Jordan walked
away with her license
coming off a two year
suspension.

Lisa Robinson arrived at
11:30 p.m. Friday night.
She knew she wouldn’t
get her license on Sat.,
but was happy that
some of the fines were
dropped.

Tanaisha Sullivan

Willie Houston

Judge Pierce held court for hundreds of people.

Shelah Collins
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Looking for African-American male students in good standing
From BALL, page 1

the cotillion debutante
balls) of the young men to
society at a formal scholarship ball.
During the program
you can expect as a participant to be exposed to cultural and professional
enrichment. You will fellowship with aspiring high
achievers, receive personal
mentoring, teamwork and
leadership skills, social and
interpersonal skills, academic development, college prep, career path
guidance, civic responsibility, an appreciation for cultural heritage and academic
scholarship opportunities.
The curriculum will
focus on five Rites of Passage sessions that will be
devised by the Beautillion
Committee with the assistance of adult male mentors
who will serve as facilitators at all of the programs
and activities.
“These sessions that we
will have for the young men
will be facilitated by other
men. So it’s not ladies
teaching our boys,” said
Tamaira Heyward, chairperson of the event.
The curriculum program will end with the
beaus going through a
Rites of Passage ceremony

that symbolically inducts
them into manhood. The
ceremony will be for the
beau and the significant
male figure in their life
such as a father, grandfather or mentor. The Beautillion Militaire Crème de la
Crème Scholarship Ball is
the culminating event of
the six-month long program.
This is a formal community recognition event that
gives the young men an opportunity to showcase their
musical and other creative
talents, drill precision, as
well as their scholastic
achievements. The beaus
in their formal wear will
demonstrate their courtesy,
good manners, and respect
for others that are hallmarks of a gentleman.
During the ball, scholarships and book monies
raised through corporate
grants and donations will
be awarded. The title “Mr.
Beautillion Militaire” is presented to the beau who accumulates
the
most
fundraising and program
participation points.
If you are familiar with
the debutante cotillion that
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority puts on

CONNECT WITH US!

The 2014 Beautillion Militaire that took place in Montgomery, Ala.
yearly, this will be very similar to the event and the
process that the young
ladies go through.
“We as an organization
thought it was time that we
had something for the
young men so that they
have the opportunity to
showcase their talents and
success before they graduate from high school,” said
Heyward.
They are looking for
outstanding college bound
African-American
high
school juniors and seniors

with notable records in academics, leadership, community service, athleticism,
the arts, religion or any
other noteworthy field or
endeavor.
The student must have
a cumulative 2.1 GPA to
participate and submit a
transcript. The applicant
must not be a father and
considered in good standing in the community.
Every beau will be required to have a date for
the grand ball and for several events during the beau

sessions.
Their dates, which are
called belles, must also not
be a parent and be in good
standing in the community.
It is recommended that the
beaus pick belles who will
be committed to the
process.
Since this is a Beautillion Militaire, there will be
a drill piece added to the
event. The drills that the
young men will go through,
along with a mentoring session, will be addressed by
the drill masters. They

must master the drill component and program individually and as a group.
Excessive absence will affect their performance.
More details will be
provided in the mandatory
information sessions. Applications are currently being
accepted for males that will
be in the 11th or 12th grade
for the 2015-16 year.
For more information
contact Tamaira Heyward
or Kathy Cason at (727)228-0096, or email at dstbeautillion@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Old-school jam revved up the Manhattan Casino
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Old School Summer
Party turned it up several
notches at the Historic
Manhattan Casino last Sunday evening as baby
boomers streamed in and
hit the dance floor.
If you want to relive
those glory days of the
Ohio Players, The Tavares
Brothers, Heatwave, P.
Funk, Teena Marie and
Earth, Wind & Fire, bring
your partner and dancing
shoes to the Manhattan
every Sunday evening
through Sept. 6 (excluding
Aug. 9) for a weekly dance
contest.
“Larry Newsome came
up with the idea,” said
Cherrye Baker, the social
media specialist for the
Casino. “I sent a Facebook
blast out this week and the
community
really
responded.”

Everyone had their own
memories tied to the ageless songs that were being
played. Jeffrey Osborne,
The Sensations, Stevie
Wonder, Kool and the Gang
and the list goes on and on.
The weekly summer
dance is a dance competition where the winning couple wins $50, and on Sun.,
Sept. 5 all winning couples
will return to compete for a
$500 cash prize.
So if you want to “Get
on the Good Foot” and get
your “Boggie Down,” come
on out to the Old School
Summer Party on Sundays
from 6-10 p.m. and have a
great time dancing down
memory lane.
“We want to continue
the old-school jam after the
competition to either once
a month or at least once a
quarter,” said Baker.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘She Is Music’
From ARTIST, page 1

music, her expression, her
soul, her heart.”
The up and coming artist
from Plainville, N.J., is self
taught, and at only 24 has already had his work featured
in such prestigious shows as
the Harlem Fine Arts Show
in New York. “She Is Music”
will mark the first time
Muhammad’s work will be
featured in Florida.
Even at a young age,
Muhammad found himself
drawn into the world of art.
“Initially I always wanted
to do something with art,”

he said. “I wanted to be a
cartoonist. I wanted to work
with Disney; I wanted to
work with DreamWorks,
Pixar. This was my dream
when I was younger.”
As he got older Muhammad met such established
and renowned AfricanAmerican artists as Frank
Morrison, Edwin Lester
and Kadir Nelson who ultimately inspired the budding artist to pick up the
paintbrush.
“That’s what really got
me on the ball,” Muham-

mad said. “Actually painting
from my soul and my spirit.”
He calls his style as a
sort of surreal realism:
“Surreal being the images
that are real put into other
images that are real—that
really have no relation of
being together at that
time—but have relation
when you actually compare
them,” he said.
Describing himself as a
passionate and spiritual person, Muhammad has also
produced moving works
with words of Scripture de-

picted upon the bodies
of various African-American
subjects—whether it is
a young woman experiencing a spiritual awakening
(“Words Never Heard”),
a young man facing oncoming bullets (“Justifiable
Homicide”), which is focused around senseless
murders, or a teary-eyed
child staring straight ahead
with a halo of light around
his head. He hopes people
can make a connection in
their own lives between the
portraits and the words of

scripture.
“A lot of people go
through basic and daily
struggles in their life,”
Muhammad pointed out.
“When they see those scriptures in the painting, they’ll
go ahead and look up those
scriptures.”
Always striving to be an
innovator, he believes in
stepping outside the box
and aims to leave his
unique, distinctive mark
upon the art world. But it
starts at the human level.
And to see the people’s re-

action to his work is the
most rewarding thing, he
admitted, as it has the potential to change them and
have an impact on their
lives.
Opening reception for
Muhammad’s “She Is
Music” is Aug. 8 from 5-9
p.m., and the Artist Talk begins at 7 p.m. Live music
and refreshments will be
available. Gallerie 909 is located at 909 22nd St. S.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  












www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  






Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Contact:




 

 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!







    
   
  
  
   






  


 





  



 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 











 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church





 
  
  




 


 
     
  
  





Glad Tidings Assembly
of God Church
4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
FMI: 727-323-5017
Rev. Sarah Edwards,
www.gladtidingsfl.com
Bible Teacher

“AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME; EVENSO, I AM SENDING YOU”
-John 20:21 Is the theme of this weekly Bible Study
As a Student of the Word of God you will learn how to become a
true disciple of Jesus Christ according to Biblical principles as well as
how to disciple others that are now citizens of the Kingdom of God.
Join us every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall Room 2.
Upon registration you will receive 2 booklets: ‘Where Do I Go Next?’ and
‘Halloween, is it innocent pleasure or Satanic?’ both written by Rev. Sarah
Edwards, the instructor for this course.


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.






  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for July
Jul 31 - Business Meeting-7:00 p.m.
Coming in August
Pre Anniversary Activities St. Mark Celebrates 84
Years of God’s Blessings…
Standing on His Promises
(Deuteronomy 28: 1-14).
Pre Anniversary Activities

are starred
Aug 8 - *Pack a Snack at
Bay Vista for a Picnic/Fellowship in the Park from 14pm
(Activities
both
outside and inside the center)
Aug 9 - *Hat and Tie
Day (Wear your best
hat/tie) during 10:45 a.m.
service
Aug 19 - St. Mark sponsored Annual Back to
School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community-6:00 p.m.
Our opportunity to share
the Gospel, provide information about Available Social Services, food & Prizes,
Coupons for Haircuts and
Hairdos and a Free Back
Pack with School Supplies
Aug 29 - *Movie Night
for the St. Mark Family
Aug 30 - *Shades of Orange
(wear
different
shades of orange) during
10:45 a.m. service
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are in-

Friendship MBC
vited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an open
invitation to join us not only
in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study
– Noonday and 6 PM.
We will have our First
Friday, JUMP “Jesus Understands My Praise” Service on Aug. 7 at 7 pm in the
Youth Chapel. This Service
is another opportunity for
all Mt Zion Members and
friends to come out and
praise the Lord. This will be
a one hour service of
prayer, praise and preaching. Mark your calendar for
Fri., Aug. 7 in the Youth
Chapel for our first JUMP
Service.
The Mt. Zion Music
Performing
Arts
and
Choirs presents “Every
Praise” Concert on Saturday, Aug. 15 at 4 pm at
Gibbs High School. Donation is $10. Tickets are now
available through MPAC
ministries. For more information or to purchase tickets contact Min. Kevin
Parrott on ext 275. Disclosure: The School board of
Pinellas County is neither
sponsoring nor affiliated
with this event.
Please join the Singles’
Ministry on Fri., Aug. 14, at
7 pm at Bay Vista for lively

biblical discussion and get
scriptures to help us deal
with the day to day struggles of being Single. Some
of the topics will be: Loneliness Temptation Fear Self
Esteem Frustration Stress
And more Where: Bay Vista
7000 4th St S St. Petersburg, FL 33705 When: Friday, Aug. 14, at 7 pm Please
bring your chairs and/or
blanket along with a dish to
share. Remember this event
is open to the community,
so feel free to bring a friend.
For more information,
please contact Toni Walker
at 727-418-1793.
The Family Touch
Team Ministry invites you
to a meet and greet, “Make
Your Way to the Zone!” on
Sun., Aug. 30 after the 10
am service in the parking
lot. Rain location will be the
3rd floor. Come and get acquainted with your Family
Touch Team Zones and
what resources are available to assist you!
College Prep 101 needs
Support Team Volunteers to
assist high school students
and parents in preparing for
college. Come to a meeting
on Tuesday, August 4th at
6:30pm in the Youth Chapel
to learn how you can join
one of our Support Teams
in this worthwhile endeavor! For more information contact Kathie Lewis at
727-894-4311 or at mtzion-

collegeprep@ mzprogressive.org.
Get Ready to set sail
with the Sistahs Surviving
Breast Cancer on the Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of
the Seas”, April 3rd –
10th,2016. This is a cruise
you don’t want to miss. For
more information contact
Sis. Carolyn Swanson @
727-215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl
Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by
keeping us updated. If your
address or other information has changed just check
the change of address box
on your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org
and click the resources link.
All personal info is kept confidential and is for church
use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get
connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, contact the
church office. Mt. Zion Progressive MBC 955 20th St.
S., St. Petersburg Florida.
727-894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME?
LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED UP?”
The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am
or the 10:45 am worship service,
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families. WEDNESDAY
NIGHT AT 7 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN
US IN GREAT BIBLE STUDY,
STUDYING FROM 1ST JOHN,
CHAPTER 3.
AUGUST IS THE SAVE THE
DATES MONTH GET READY –
GET READY
AUG. 1 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY EVENT ALL MEN ARE
WELCOMED.
AUG. 1 – 10 am – NOON,
WEST COAST BAPTIST ASSOCIATION – THE WOMEN'S DEPARTMENT MEETING, AT MT.
SINAI MBC, 5200 W SOUTH ST.
IN ORLANDO.
AUG. 1 FROM 1 – 3 pm CHURCH SAFETY /SECURITY
SEMINAR – WHAT EVERY
MEMBER
OF FRIENDSHIP
NEEDS TO KNOW – PASTOR
EVANS IS ENCOURAGING
EVERY MEMBER TO ATTEND.
SIGN-UP SHEET LOCATED ON

THE INFORMATION TABLE IN
THE ATRIUM.
Aug. 3-7 - Florida General Baptist Congress - Daytona Beach,
Florida
AUG. 8 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY EVENT ALL MEN ARE
WELCOMED.
Aug. 10-12 - Annual Prayer
Week
Aug. 13-15 - 5th Annual Family
and Friends Reunion Choir Workshop, THE COMMUNITY AS
WELL AS PAST MEMBERS ARE
welcomed to be a part of this REUNION CHOIR WORKSHOP
AUG. 15 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY EVENT ALL MEN ARE
WELCOMED.
SAT., AUG. 15 - 7 pm - THE
FAMILY AND FRIENDS REUNION CHOIR IN CONCERT
Sun., Aug. 16 - 7:45 am – Bishop
Zema Florence and the Holy Cathedral Pentecostal Church 10:45 am –
Rev. Jerry B. Alexander, Jr., Pastor,
Elizabeth Missionary Baptist
Church, Arcadia, Fla. 4 pm – Installation Service for St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church of Port Tampa
New Pastor Rev. Carressio Reeves
Pastor Evans is asking for OUR support.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM - REVIVAL
2015 - Our Guest Evangelist is Dr.
Marcus Davidson, Pastor, Mount
Olive Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Aug. 20-21 – Pre-Back to School
Camp, Kindergarten to Grade 5,
Camp Hours 6:30 AM - 6 PM, –
Registration deadline is Fri., Aug. 14,
the Community is welcomed. See
Sharon Wilson and Gale Jenkins,
who will be stationed in the Atrium
at the Camp's Registration table. Reliable Volunteers are Needed. Contact the Church Office for additional
details and donations (727) 9068300.
Thought for the Week: Is your
life like ordering appetizers and
sides or do you also have to have the
desserts and beverages. I’m so glad
Jesus died for all, not leaving anyone
out.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and LEAVE YOUR
INFORMATION.

August at a get ready glance
Aug. 3-7 - Florida General Baptist Congress, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Aug. 10-12 - Annual Prayer
Week
Aug. 13-15 - 5th Annual Family
and Friends Reunion Choir Workshop, everyone is welcomed to be
a part of this music extravaganza

Aug. 15 – 7 pm - REUNION
CHOIR CONCERT Sun., Aug. 16.
7:45 am – Bishop Zema Florence
and the Holy Cathedral Pentecostal Church. 10:45 am – Speaker
TBA. 4 pm – Installation Service
for St. Mark MBC of Port Tampa
– New Pastor – Rev. Carressio

Reeves – Pastor is asking for OUR
support.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM REVIVAL
2015 Our Guest Evangelist is Dr.
Marcus Davidson, Pastor Mount
Olive Baptist Church Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

erend James Holt, pastor of the
True Faith and Deliverance
Church of our city.
All are invited to come hear
God’s word that we need to feed

and revive our souls.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S. Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion plans to hold a
spirit filled revival starting Wed.,
Aug. 19 through Fri., Aug. 21.
Service begins at 7:30 p.m. The
revivalist for this year is the Rev-

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

We’ve only just begun!
“He who has begun a good
work in you shall perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ
(Philippians 1:6).”
When the Board of Trustees
at Unity of Midtown invited me
here to speak for Father’s Day
2014, I had never heard of St. Petersburg, Florida. I only knew of
St. Petersburg, Russia. It seems
like yesterday that I was packing
my belongings and the moving

company was bringing them to
St. Petersburg.
I have fallen in love with this
city. St. Petersburg is truly “the
city of opportunity where the
sun shines on all!” People
throughout the city (government officials, community leaders, ministers, etc.) have been
so warm and welcoming to me.
I AM so grateful.
It’s been almost a year and

God has certainly proven that I
AM in the right place with the
right people at the right time
doing the right thing in the right
frame of mind. In just 11
months, Unity of Midtown has
grown tremendously. We have
tripled our attendance, membership and giving. This is only the
beginning. We have only just
begun.
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